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Loving Wife; 


en I looke backe upon my wayes, ind 
n e ineſſe f am 


3% fallen, and into what miſery I plum. 
. lam ſo oppreſt with ſorrow and 


Conſcience flyes in my uffer me to 

rake any reſt, So that even the Cutſe of Cain is fallen 

upon me, becauſe I thirſted to ſpill n 

blood, chat I am forced from mine abode, 11 

come as a fugitive and vagabond onthe eart as 

accounted it a note of W defire Peace, and 
2 


would 


— — 
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(2) 
would have no Peace w — * my ſoule is 
filled with naught but Warre, 80 unhappy is t 
— 820 forſakes , and miſery 1 lure to at · 
tend the diſobedient man. Where ſinde dwels, there 
is trouble, and though it my ſeeme never fo ſweet in 
the commirting, it will prove full of bievernefe in the 
end. 2. Sam, 2,26, 

How ſuddenly and ſtrangely is my Rate ard con. 
dition altered ? upon what a precipice doe they ſtand 
that truſt on cartbly things ? how ſoone 15 the face of 
them changed? In a moment is our plenty turacd in · 
to ſcarcity, mirth into ſorrow, peace into war, riches 
into poverty, liberty into bondage, order into con- 
fuſion , loyalty into rebellion, and wiſedome into 
folly. Hath not God iu his uſt ju nt recom- 
penced my wayes on my oe head? Far I that here: 
tofore wallowed, as it were in pleaſure and delight 
(having God ſcarcely at all in my thoughts) amnow 
acquainted with naught but trouble, I that ſent my 
ſervant like a ſhcepe to the flaughter ( cheating his 
parents of their ſon and their money both at once) 
am mow come to be ſacrificedin the ſame manner my 
ſelte; Irhat have had ferrants at my command, am 
nowmy ſelſe commanded rather like à fhve then a 
ſervant,. I that accounted Charity a Popifh vertue, 
am now glad to be relieved by the Charity of others, 
and whereas I have beene able to give to others, I am 
now oftentimes by neceſſity compelled to beg my 
bread, I that had a houſe to hide my head in, am now 
expoſed to all extremities of weather,and am faine to 


imbrace the cold earth for my Lodging. L that rejoy- 
ced 


( 


(3) 
cedat other mentmiſeries,am now become mote mi- 
ſerable then they. I that curſed; rhe King in my 
thoughts, am now filled with naught but croſſes. I that 
in the pride otmy heart, ſaid, i ſhould never be moved, 
2m now brought to a very {ow eſtate, having (as Zſav) 
fold his birth-rightfor a meſſe of potrage, paſſed away 
my eftatefor the Publique Faith and 1know not what, 
and brought ny perſon in danger every minute 
to be loſt» I that made a Cod as it were of the Parlia- 
ment, have found them to be but men, and the wards 
oi the Pſalmiſt to be true, Thet it is letter to truſt in 
the Lord, than to put #ny confider ce in Princes. I that deſpi- 
ſed to receive correct ion, feel now the heavy hand of 
God upon me. that contemned and mockedat Gods 
Miniſters, wilfully hardning my ſelte -2gainſt the 
truth, am now given over to a reprobate ſenſe, that I 
ſhould onely beleeve a lye. My feet were ſwift to ſhed 
blood, therefore as it ſollowes, 4. 3. i 6. deſtruct ion 
and miſery are in my wayes, For theſe & other ſins is 
the-wrath of God come upon me & my fellow-Citi- 
rens zit hat he bath even ſuffered the Divell to have his 
will of us, who hath forced us (as he would as ſe: ved 
Job) to curſe Cod to his face ; Nath he not beene in 
our City and Army- Prophets, as he was in Aab. 
foure hundred and fifty, a lying ſpirit, teaching us 
Rebellion and Sedition, incitirg us to plunder and 

take away Other mens goods, to prophane Gc ds 
houſe , to adultetate his worſhip, to impriſon his 
meſſengers, to reproach the foorfleps of his CAnoined, 
pſal 89. 51.to abuſe his 3 Covenant 2 ot 
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him and our King, that neither ſhould rule over ns; 
to conterane his ordinances,ro perſecute bis ſervants, 
to wrong our neighbours, to breake the Lawes, to o- 
verthrow the power of the 2 evety man ta» 
king the ford into his owne hand, to betray and kill 
one another,thinking therby todo God good ſervice, 
and all this forthe advancement of Religion, & as the 
only way to make an happy Reform2tion. But our (ad 
experience dothſufficiently provethe contrary, & they 
mayas wel perſwade men, that the next way to come to 
Heaven ist h Hell by breaking Gods Comman- 
dements. 1 ſhould have been loãth to have layed o 
my one guilt and diſcovered my nakedneſſe, but 
that I hope others would be warned by my example, 
to have a care leſt they be drawn away as I way) with 
faire pretenens, to the indangering both of their bo- 
dies and foules, ; 

To conclude, I may even bewaile the unhappy e- 
ſtate of my Country at this preſent, in the words of 
the Prophet ſeremiah , in Lament. O Lord, bow is our 
gold become dim, how is the mo## fine gold changed # our 
monies are parted from us, and we are like the man. 
Iſaiah 39, 8. He dreameth, and behold, be cateth, but be 
anahtth, ard bis ſonle is empty; So we for the mo- 
nies that we have exhauſted , dreamed of monntaines 
of gold, but being awakt, we find them no other then 
the price ofblood,and ſums layd out topurchaſe our 
own miſery, Our beauty is rurned to aſhes, the glory 
& honovr of cur Nation is quite eclipſed ,8 we that 
were oncethe admiration & envy of other Nations, 
are now become their laughing ſtock and ſcorne. The 

young 


(16) 


(5) | 
young children aske bread and no man breaketh it 
unto them, the Souldier ſweeping all May, la- 


ving nothing behind him but penury and want, They 


that did feed delicetely are deſolate in the ſtreets, 

that were brought up in ſcarlet, iubrece dung 
hilg. Our Nobility, and Gentty, are deſpiſud and 
trampled upon by vile perſons; and though they 
dwelt in houſes of Cedar, are ſorced to lye in a loath=- 
ſome priſon. The anger of the Lord hath divided us, 
he will no more regard us, we have not rel pected the 
perſons of the Prieſts , nor reverenced our Elders. 
For we have hated their perſons, flighted their 
meſſage ; Sequeltred their meanes, and not ſuffered 
them to paſſe the ſtreets in qulet. For whieh oux In- 
let itance is turned to ſtrangers, our houſes to ali- 
ens, whichare Schiſmatiks, and Separatiſts. Ot her 
men enter into out poſſeſſions, & take our qwelling: 
from us without a cauſe. We are Otplans and fathers 
leſſe, our mothers ate as widdowes. Wee deunks 
our water for our mony, & out wood is fold unto us; 


— . are taken from us at other mens pleaſure, 


0 out mon reſtored to us againe. Our necxs are 
under perſecution, we labour and have hat 


we take paines for, others injoy, and the fruit 
of our labours; we are made ſlaves unto their wills, 
who command not ny wur ſervants and our eſtates, 
but even our lives alſo, Servants have ruled over us, 
and there is none that doth deliver us out of their 
hands. The joy of our heart is ceaſed, our dance is tur- 
ned into mourning, all eur delights are paſſed away, 
and we are compaſſed about with ſorrow on every 


fide, 
CY 
1 


way 


(6) 
fide. The Crowne is fallen from our head, the 
who was our glory is driven from us, and is aich 
from his owne habitation his Palacej; is left i 
and ſcarce any mandwells therein; Our Tempks 
hut up that we have even forgot — — to 3 2 
Name. ' We hwe nothing = complaining}.in our 
ſtreets, and we goe 8 the day long. Wos 
unto us that we have ſi For this, our heart is 
_ our eyes are dim. Turne thou us unto thee O 

Lordundve we ſhall be turned, renue our dayes as of 

old. thy judgements , forgive our ſinnes, 

Unite our bearts, cure our wounds , open Our eyes, 
that now at the laſt we may behold thoſe things that 
concerne qur Peace, Amen, 


Your ever loving Husband 


0 AM . 
From Farnham Gaſtle, 
Novem, 2. 1643. 
FINIS. 
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